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Ma THo 6. T Z- 
But ſeeke yee firit the Kingdome of God, and his 
riebieonfrrl ; and all theſet 
70 you. | 


®He very foundation of 'a 
\ Chriſtian conuerſation, is'a 
rightperſwaſionconcerning 
our happineile. This there- 
fore being a matter of fo 
"great conſequence, our-Sa- 
| & viour Chriſt endcuoureth 
in the latrer part: of this Chapter, to reifie our 
iudgements therein : ſhewing: both wherein wee 
art not torepoſe ourfelicity, and allowhercinw 

jan lecd ourhappineſſe. Zay not wp (fairhbhe 

\Freaſures to your ſelues on earth .zthat is, place nor 
[your treaſure,your chicteſtgoad, your happincſle 
in. any earthly things, which are tranſitory.and 


| 2 ES 2 treaſme,that is, place | 


S. your 


ings ſhall bee added wn-| 


Verſ.19, 20. 


—_—_— 


ourhappineſſe and 6” heanen, where per- 
jean cternall happincſle is onely to be found. 
For where your treaſure «there will your heart bee al. 
6: that is, Vhatſocuer you eſteeme your happi- 
neſſeor chicfeſt good,on that your heart willbee 
ſets vnto that, yourdefires, your ſtudies and: ende- 
uours wiltbee referred. If therefore your .udge- 
ment, which is the eye of your mind, bee ſincere, 
and iudgearightof your chicfeſt good; the whole! 
body (as it were) andcoutſe of your life and con- 
ucrſation will be ſutable chereunto. But 7 your eye 
beenill, if you iudge peruerſly of yourha Sineſſe, 
placing yourchi feood in carthly and worldly 
things : then. will your conuerſation bee world! 
and wicked. As for example : If a man ſerhis hart 
jonpleaſure.as his chieleſ good, the whole frame 
ofhis lifewillbee voluptuous: if on riches, the 
[whole courſe of his life will be couetous:ifon ho- 


nour and promotion, his whole carriage and de- 


portment will bee ambitious. But if a man ſhall 
cſteeme the cternall ſaluation of his foule, as his 
chicfeſt good: his life will be ſpirituall and religi- 
days. bis converſation.in heaven. Now if 
any man ſhall thinke(as it is xo befeared;too ma- 
ny doe) that he can take a wiſer courſe, -therr that 
which our Saujour preſcriberh; for he willplace 
his treaſure and happineſſe both in heauen and in| 
earthroo : our Sauiourtellethhim, that this can- 
[nor be: for this were to ſerve two-maſters that are 
at variance. on cannot ſerue God and Mammon:you 


| cannot be worldlings, and true Chriſtians. You 


cannot prefix vato your ſelues two ſupreme ends, | 
_which| 


__ 


IV 
—_ 
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whichbe repu 
{Happineſſe in heauen. 


natcd and referred thereunto; ſhewing, thatas 
our treaſure is nor to be placed on earth, fo our 
chiefeſt care ſhould not be ſet on earthly things. 
Therefore 1ſay vuto you, Take no thought for your 
bfe,coc. And onthe other fide, as our happineſſe 
is to berepoſed in heauen : ſo we ſhould firſt ang 
principally ſceke the Kingdome of God,and his 
zightcouſneſſe. And if any ſhall demand, Alas, 
ow then ſhall weliue, what courſe ſhall we take 
to thriue in this world 2 Our Sauiour anſwercth, 
{hat ifwee firi#t ſeeke the Kinedome of God, and his 
rrohtcouſneſſe,all theſe things hal be added unto vs. 


Theſe words therefore) Precept. 
[containe two things :a pc. 


; . The precept is two-fold; the one,Negatiue, 
which is but implied; the other,Afﬀfrmariue, 
which is expreſſed. The Negatiue, (That we are 
not firſt to ſeeke the things onearth) is implied 
partly in the aduerſatiue coniunfion But, which 
ipreſuppoſeth a Negation going beforezand part- 
| % in the word F:rit : for f wee arc firſt to ſeeke 
'the Kingdome of God, and his righteouſneſſe, 
then are we not firſt xo ſecke carthlythi 
Butheere it may he demanded, Whether our 
Sauiour Chriſt do forbid al care for the things of 
| A 4 this 


- Our Saviourhaving laid this foundation con- 
cerning the ſupremecnds; in the nextplace, hee 
giveth direQion concerning the meanes defti- 


nant one totheother. If therfore 
ur heartbe chiefly onthe carth, then is not your 


| 


Verſ.25.to 33.þ 
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pu this life- for ſohe mayſeeme.verſage #povfared 


| ut dicitur ad (c- 


ay wnto you, take na bt for your life, what you 
hall Dy arinke, or wherewuhiye le clothed: 
for if wee may.not take thought forineceſlaries, 
then much leſle for ſuperfluities., And-Ioh. 6.27. 
Labounuwot for the meate that periſbeth, but lahour 
or that which endureth wnto euerlaſting life. 'Þ ae 
fyere by a twofold diſtin&ion: Firſt, that he for- 
| |þiddeth wwwes, (for ſohe ſpeaketh, verſc25.8 31) 
the immoderate, the carking, the diſtruſifull 
whereby the heart is diuided, (as the word im- 
porteth) and remoued from God : notthe mode-|_ 
. |rateandprouidentcare, whichelſewhere is com- 
mended in the Scriptures. Secondly, that he for- 
biddeth inordinateand prepoſterous care,where-' 
by earthly deſires are more cared for, than the|. 
gloty of God in our faluation : nor the orderly 
care of earthly things, which is.ſubordinazedto 
the glory of God;and our owne ſaluation, which 
ſcemeth to be implicd both in this __ and in 
the 12. of Lufe.For, firi#,ſeemerh to have relation 
to aſccond : and therefore when hee biddeth vs, 
Seckefirſt the Kingdome of God, hee doth nor 
forbid, nay, he ſcemeth to imply, that in the ſe- 
cond place, and ina ſecondary reſpe, we ſhould 
ſeckethe things of this life:. the former ( as _H«u- 
enſtine ſaith) vt bonum noſtrum, the latter, vt ne- 
ceſſariumn noftrum, neceſſarium autem .propter illud 
banurs : the former, as our chicfe good, the lat- 
ter;as neceſſary hclpes and ſupplies whileſt we are 
inthis life,as inthe way towards happineſſe, In 
the 12.0f Zskehauing in like fort diflwaded from 
Pris 4 __ worldly 


- 


worldly carcs,in the 3a. verſc he faith : But rather 
beke the kingdome of God : and fo is. the exhortati- 


Labour nat ſo much,or labournot chiefly for the 
meate that periſheth. Forour Sauiour himſelfe 
in this chapter hauing dircQed vs,firſt after Gods 
glory, to ſecke his kingdome and his righreouſ- 
nes3his kingdome in the ſecond petition of the 
Lords Prayer,his righteouſnes in the third : in the 
fourth petition he teacheth vs to aske, and by aſ- 
king,to ſecke the things of this life. And what we 
are toaske inprayer,weare to ſeeke and to labour 
forin our pra@&ice, and to endeuour in our liues, 
leftwemay ſeeme to tempt God. 

From the immoderate and prepoſterous care 
for the things of this life, our Sauiour diſſwaderh 
by ewoarguments; the one,becauſcall ſuch care is 
vainc and ſuperfluous; the other,becauſc ir is hea- 
theniſh and not beſeeming Chriſtians. Tharir is 
vaincyhe proueth by foure reaſons : firſt , 4 maiori, 
from the more, or greater. The /ife i wore then the 
weate,and the body then rayment : therefore he that 
youu the life, will prouide food to ſuſtaine irzand 


that prouided the body, will giue raymentto 
clothe it, namely, tothem that moderately and 
orderly ſecke it. 


The ſecond and fourth , 2 miners, from the 
leſſe. God feederh the Fowles without their care-: 
fulnefſe; and doth not onely clothe , bur alſo a- 
dorne the Liles of the field, which are of no value 
in compariſonof men. Which as they were made 


The Chriftias Arte of Thrining. ſ 


on,lohn 6.27. to bec vnderſtood comparatiuely, | 


for mans vſe,fo are they ſupplied wi —_— 
B 


— — 


Verſ.3F, 


Vetl. 26, 


Verſ.28 29,30. 


——_ 
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| 


Verſ, $. 


« 


Muth.7. It. 


and 
rents,then the heauensexceede the carth. 


a Ts ——_— Er ee .. 


q 


T. he Chriſtian CArte of Thriaing. 


for mansſake. If therefore God: 
how much more will he prouidefor vs, if we ſhall 
depend vpon his prouidence in the moderate vſe 
of lawfull meanes > The third is from the like. 
ForGod hath ſer'to all men a ftiat.as of their fta- 
turcſoof their eftate : as therefore irwere avaine 
andidlething for a man to carke and care forthe 
increaſe of his ftature; ſo likewiſe for the aduance- 


a 


| 


hath limited. 
. Theother argument * A ſuch care is no 
way beſeeming Chriſtians :firft becauſe itis Hea- 


theniſh. The og doc IN God,nor 
acknowledge his prouidence, #1 mederatcl 
and upon Ser theſs es. But you muſt 
notbe like vato them, as before hee had ſaid. Se- 
condly,it beconmeth Chriftians,who hauc a hea- 
ucnly Father,which knoweth whar isneedfull and 
EY then our ſclucs, 'to caſt 
theircare v im,and to depend vpon his Fa- 
therly ada: Children that lon wiſe, lo- 
uing andable parents,doe not vic to take thought 
for theirfoode and rayment, or other neceffaries, 
butdepend vpon the prouident care of rheir na- 
turall Parents. How much more ought we, who 
are thechildren of God,to depend vpon the pro- 
uidence of ourheauenly Fatherz For # earthly Pa. 
rents doe know to giue good things to their children, 
how much more will our res, Father giue g00d 


things tothem that aske him ? who in loue,wifdome 
powerdoth infinitely moreexcell carthly Pa- 


\nacnt of his tare aboue that pitch , whidr God | 


; 4% 
— by > 
| i 


prouidefor them, | 


bu 
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Burt this argument, that God. is our-Father,} 
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mayyet further be! enforced. Is God our Father 
{in Chriſt? then hath he giuen. his owne Sonne 
forvs, that by him we mightbe made the ſonnes 
of God. If therefore (as the Apoſtle argueth) God 
hath ſo loued vs, that he ſpared not his onely begotten 
Soune,but gaue him over vnto death for vs ; how ſhall 
not he _ him zine vs all things that areneedfull 
and expedient for vs Againe,is God our Father? 
thenare we his ſonnes: axd if ſornes,then alſo heires, 
heires of God, and coheires with Chriitz and there- 
fore to vs alſo belongeth that comfortable exhor- 
tation of. our Sauiour Chriſt, Luke 12. 32. Feare 
n0t,/ittle flecke, be not diſtracted with, diſtruſtfull 
care,or feare of want , /t is your Fathers pleaſure to 
giue youa Kingdome.For it God wil giue vs an hea- 
uenly and euerlaſting Kingdom; can we imagine; 
that he will denie vatg vs.the pettic commodities 
ofthis life > So. muchof the negatiue precept, or 
dchortation.” | | 
Ia the affirmatiue precept or exhortation, we 
are tonate three things. The obieQ, or thing to 
be ſought, the durie of ſeeking, the order, and de- 
gree, #5, The.obieQ is twofold,the Kingdowe of 
God, and his righteouſnes. ” NJ, Fx 
As touching the former : there are two king- 
domes in ce pre one of darkenes,zheather 


Rom,s, 17, 


Luk, 12,32, 


of light. The former isthe kingdprag-of, Satan, 


who ruleth cffeually. in, the children, of diſobe- 

dience, carrying them-captiue t@.the, qþcdionee 

ba bis will: vato this kingdom all; nencarally, 
B 2 


duncan. pe 
—_—_— 


lub,rz Z I. 


who tis called the Prince, yea, the.gadof{this world, \:.Cor.44- 


Epheſs. 3. 
2. Tim. 2.26. 


-* 


— 


ſince] 


þ 


| 


; 


Y Gal. 6. 19, 
Pm 


{ſtate of grace, earneſtly and ſpeedily to ſecke the 
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ſince the Ball of 4d, are fubie&, and in that 
fabie&iondoe remaine, vnrillthey bee tranſlated 
into the Kingdome of God. The conſideration 
whereof ought to- moue all, that are not in the 


Kingdome of God. For vntill they belong to 
Goks Kingdome, they are ſubicRs of the king- 
domeof Satan. 

Yniuerſall. 


The Kingdome of God is twofold 3 
Speciall. 


His vniuerſall Kingdome is called the King-|_ 
dome of his power and pronidexce. Of which, 
it is faid, Pſalm. 103.19. The Lord hath prepared] 
his Throne in the Heauens, and his Kinedomee rultth 
oxer all : ynto this Kingdome all creatures whar- 
ſocuer,be they neuer ſo rebellious,are ſubieR.For 
alrhough in reſpect of their intent, they ſer them- 
ſclues againſt the will of God ; yet in reſpe& of 
the cuent, they become (though vnwittingly)the 
inſtruments of God, to bring to paſſe his good 
purpoſes. Ofthis kingdome our Sauiour ſpeak- 
eth not in this place. Neither ſhall wee need to 
ſecke it, but voluntarily ro ſubmit our ſelues to 
it, whereunto all creatures of neceſſity are ſub- 
ie. 

His ſpeciall kingdome is that whereby hee ru- 
leth ouerhisEle&, whoare not onely his king- 


.Epheſ. 2.19, 


dome,but his Family alſo, whereof one part is in 

auen, which is the Church triumphant, the o- 
theron earth, which is the Church militant. In 
regard whereof the ſpeciall kingdome of _ 
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hath two parts; the kingdome of Glory, and the 
kingdome of Grace. The kingdome of Glory, to 
the Ele&,isa ſtate of Glory, and eternall happi- 
neſſe in heauen; where they hauing vnion with 
Chriſt, and by him communion and fellowſhi 
with the whole Trinity, enioy the chiefeſt oo 
which is God himſelfe, in whoſe preſence there is 
fulneſſe of ioy, aud at whoſe right haxd are pleaſures 
Or EMeEYmoOres 

The kingdome of Grace, vntothe Ele, is a 
ſtate of Grace, and by it, of happineſſe begun in 
this life, ſtanding in the meanes and degrees of 
fluation, wherein we having by the Spirit,vnion 
with Chriſt as our Head, who is our /ife, and with 
whom our life is hid in God, Colol. chap. 3. verl. 
| 3,4- and having alſo communion with him in 
hi merits, to- our inſtification, and in his grace 
and efficacy of his Spirit, to our ſanRification, 
doe paſſe the time of our pilgrimage, as in 
his feare, ſo alſo in expectation of enerlafling hap- 
pineſſe. The former kingdome is tobee ſought 


| 


latter, as the meanes deſtinated- thereunto.Yer 
both as our happineſſe; that, —C 
[this, vt beatitudowi ; that, as the happinefſſe com. 

rehenſorum, who are in aQuall voſſcſiion; this.as: 
the happineſſe v:atornm,who live in expeRarion: 


and therfore both alſo are to befirſt ſought : that, 


jan inheritour of the Kingdome of Glory, where 
|God vnto his Saints is all in all, muſt firſtbee-a 
|. B 3: — _ firhfull 


as our ſupreme end, and abſolute felicirie; rhe} 


in intention,as the end; this, in execution.as the 
meanes tothe end. For whoſoeuer defirerth to be 


Pal. 16.12, 


1.Pet.1.17. 
Tit. 2. 13. 


[i 


| 
} 
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| Rom, 14.17, 


Rom. ys. 1,2. 


2.Cor.5.27. 


| Ghoſt, Nothing therefore being idle and ſuper- 
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faichfull ſubie& in the Kingdome of Grace, wher- 
in God rulcth in his Saints by his Word and Spi- 
rit. 

But our Sauiour requirethvs to ſeeke, not on- 
; ly the Kingdome of God, but alſo his righteouſ- 
 veſſe. Where perhaps itmay feeme ſtrange, that] 
' this addition is heere made, ſecing righteouſnes| 
is included inthe kingdome. For as the Apoſtle 
 ſaith,the Kingdome of God flandeth not in w:cate or 
 drinke, or in other things appertaining to this life, 
but in righteouſueſſe and peace, and iy inthe holy 


| luous inthe Word of God : we are to conceiuc, 
| thatthis addition, formore diſtin& explication, 
| was needfull in reſpe& of our corruption, who 
' would all of vsbe thought to ſecke Gods King- 
| dome ; whereas but few (in compariſon) doe care 
for his righteouſneſſe,, which notwithſtanding is 
' in executionand practice, firſt to be "ty 
 chiefe thing inthe Kingdome of grace,(the other 
| two,viz, peacce,and ioy,being the fruits andcon- 
ſequents therof )and'as the high way to the King- 
 domeof. glory. Now the rightcouſneſſe whi 

, weare tb ſceke,is not our owne, but. hzs righte- 


 ouſneſſe: as the Gloſle hath obſerued,1»ſtztiam dj- 


' Cit eIns,1 per eumgnon per V0s uit ſitts : Thatwee 


' maybe righteous,notin and by our ſclues, but in 
| ahd by him. For, Chriſt, who. knew na-ſome, was 
| made {inegthat is, a ſinncrfor vs, by imputarion 
| ofour ſfinnemnto him ,that we, who Gay in 
our ſclues, might be made the righteouſneſſe of God 


inhim,chat is, rightcous before God in him, by 


wmputa- 


Ce Dit 
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imputation of his righteouſneſſe vato vs," The 
righteouſneſle therefore,which we are to fecke, is 
nor the righteouſneſſe, which is ofthe Jaw,for that 
js called our righteouſneſſe:the which, if we ſhall 
ſeeke with the lewes, to be iuſtified thereby ; we 
ſhal with them mifle of the righteouſnes, which is 
of God. But it is the Euangelicall righteouſnes,or 
that which is reucaled inthe Goſpell, which wee 
are conmanded to fecke,which is called the 772h- 
teouſnes of Go, The which,as it is the chiefe ſubiec&t 
ofthe Goſpell, as the Apoſtle ſheweth ; 7 am not 
(lairh he) afh.rmed of the Goſpel of Chrait, for therein 
is the rig/htepuſnes of God revealed : and againe, that 
we are not iuſtified by the righreouſncs of the 
law,butby that r/g/tcouſnes which without the lawis 
reuealed in the Goſpell, exen the rizhteouſnes of God, 
which is by faith in Teſus Chriit - ſo is it firſt and 
principallyzdbe ſought: and in compariſon there- 
of, we are with the Apoftle to eſteeme our owne 
righteouſnes, and wharſocuer priuiledges we may 
ſceme ro haue by rhe law, #5 dwng,as loſſe : that we 
may win Chriit,and be found im him, not hauing onr 
owne rizhteonſ11es, which is of 19e law , but that which 
is through the fauth of Chriſt, the righteouſnes which 
is of Co1 by fart yhat we may know hin,and the power 
of his reſarre@tion, and the fellowſhip or communion 
of his ſujferiazs, veins made caforma'l: to his death, 
And this righteouſnes is twofold, being either im- 


latter,of ſ3n:citication. The former is called, the 


reghteouſneſſe of God, not onely becauſe ir is from 
God 
[ 3 


puted through faith, or infuſed by the Spirit : the ; 


former, is the rightcouſaeſſle of iuſtification; the! 


II 


Row,10.3, 


Rom.1,17. 


Rom.3.21, 22. 


Phil, 3.8,9, 10. 
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as 


AQ.20.:8, 
4. Jer.2 3.5. 


x.Cor.t. 30, 


Joh.t. 16. 


| ſurretionapplicd vnto vs by the holy Ghoſt, we 


The Chrittian Arte of Thrining. 
God, and accepted of him, as thelatter , butalſo 
becauſe it is the righteouſneſſe of Chriſt , who is 
God: in which ſence the blood of Chriſt is called}; 
the blood of God; for Chriſt is called Ichonah our 
righteouſneſſe: and he was giuen vato vs of God,to| 
be avr righteouſneſſe. Not thatwe arc iuſtified by 
the eſſenciall, or vncreated rightcouſneſle of the} 
Deitie (which was the error of 0ſiander,) butbe-| 
cauſe Chriſt, by whoſe \ nw we are iu- 
ſified,is God. Foro ſpeake properly, we are iu- 


formed in hishumanitie, in the daies of hi 

both paſſiue and afiue: whereupon the Apoſtle 

faith, that we are iuitified by his blood, that is his 
aſſiue rightcouſneſſe, and by his obedience,that is 

his adtiue rightcouſneſle. For as by the diſobedience 

of one, (the firſt Adam) many are made ſinners , ſo by 

the obedience of One, (the ſecond ) many are 


which wee are iuſtified, is the righteouſnefle of | 
Chriſt,whois God,withour vs, in him. The ri 

tcouſneſle of ſan&ification is in vs, from him : for 
of his fulnes we haue receinedgrace for grace, For by. 
the merit of Chriſt his obedience, death, and 
reſurre&ion apprehended by faith , and impured 
\VNtO VSWCATC tuſtified : and by the vertue, power: 
andefficacy of the ſame obedience,gdeath, and re-' 


are ſanCified. The formor is pe not inhe- 
rent: thelatter is inherent,but not perfe&R.There- 


fore of iuſtification there are no degrees; but of 
anRification there arc,according tothe meaſure] 


ſtified by that righteouſneſle, which Chriſt per-| ' 


made righteous. The righteouſneſſe therefore, by \ 


of | 
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of gracereceiued. By the former, we are intituled 
vnto Gods kingdome ; by the latter, we are fitted 
and prepared thereunto : for no wncleane thing| 
cancenter into the Kingdome of God. The former 
is the title. whereby we claime our inheritance, 
the: latter: is-the izance of thoſe which are 
heircs:rherefore it is ſaid, that: by faith we receine 
remiſcton of ſinnes, and inheritance among thoſs that 


| are ſantth £d.And therefore alſo it is called the in- 


heritance of the Sarnts. 154 

Theſe two forts of righteouſnes; though diffe- 
rentin themſclues,muſt concurre in the ſame ſub- 
ie&:and thercforewe are to ſeeke the one, as well 
as the other ; and nor like carnall goſpellers,to ro 
all for i»#xfication, and nothing Oo ſanftifieation, 
For Chriſt was giuen vnto vs of God, as wellto 
bee our ſanttification as our iuitification-- and out 
of his fide there iſſucd, as well the water of ablu- 
tion,as the b/ood of redemption. Yea, he hath re- 
deemed vs.,as well from the dominion of ſinne, as 
from the gu;ltof it. And therefore no man can be 
aſſured of his iuſtification, who is not in ſome 
meaſure fanQificd. For: God: hath fworne, that 


to wor(bip himiu holines and righteouſnes. Whoſoeuer 
| is in Chriit,ts a new creature.” Whoſocuer areChrifts, 


(they crucifie the fleſh with the [u#ts thereof"; wahtkine* 


| not after the fi:ſb, but-after- the. Spirit. \And as he| 
| cl of ndtiicationiban vnſeparabie | 


—— of juſtification,in ſomuchasno man 
is to be countedrighteous, butherbar dorhrghre-- 


j 


whom he redeemeth, to them he will giue joe | 


AQ. 26.18, 
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Coloſgr.12, 
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The Chriſtian Arie of Thriaing. is 
tion. Withewt holines ne mar ſhall ſee God : and,Yn. 
leſſe 4 man be borne againe,he cannot ſeethe kingdome 
of God. K nowye not that the unrighteons ſhall not tn. 

erit the kingdome of God ? So much of the abiec. 
The durie is to ſeeke: which word preſuppoſeth| | 
a loſle of thoſe things, which we are commanded 
to ſecke. Forby finne all of vs naturally arc cx- 
iles from the Kingdome of glory , falne from a 
ſtate of grace and happincſle, intoa flate of diſo- 
bedience and miſery, depriucd of the glorious I. 
mage wins or pa wee were created intrue 
ri and holineſſe, and haue got vnto 
ourſclues the ougly ſhape of Satan. In ſo much 
that our naturall and carnall wiſcdome is diuel- 
liſh : the very 4s of ourcorruptnature, the na- 
turall inclination and difpoſition of our minds is 
not onely an encmy, but exit againſt God. In! 
which reſpe& our Sauiour doubted not to fay vn- 
to Peter, Avant,Satan, for thaw dorit quer, mind, = 
our, affett not the things which be of God, but thoſe 
that be of men. This our loſle and miſery is feri- 
ouſly to bee acknowledged, and bewailed of vs; 
that by the acknowledgement and ſenſe thereof, 
we may beſltirred vp ctudiouſly toſecke the King- | 


dome of God, and the righteouſnefſe which wee 
haue loft. For Chriſt our Sauiour came toſaue 
thoſe which were loſt, to redecme capriues,to iu- 
ſifie thoſe, whbo by ſinne were guiky of damnati- 
[on,to ſanifie thoſe which were defiled & pollu- 

ted with ſinne. Wherefore ifwe be nor loſt in our 
ſelues, we need nota Sauiour z nor aRedeemer,if 
we benor captiues ;nora Iuſtifier, if wee bee nor 

WT guilty; | 


= 


” 
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guilty;nora SanRifier;if webenorpolluted znet- 


acknowledge that we haue loſt them. ; 
Now this word Seeke, importeth a ſtudious de- 


ſire,care, andendenour to find and to recouer that 


expreſſed in hearty, earneſt, and faichfull prayer 
vnto God. For what wee aske in prayer, wee doe 
ſecke ar the handsof God. Our care muſt ſhew ir 
ſelfe in a ſtudious meditation, and ſerious pur- 
poſe to vic all good meanes,and to auoid the im- 
gg endexonr maſtappearen the care- 
and diligent vſing of the means,and auoidin 


ſhall wee ſerioully ſeeke the Kingdome of| 
God,and his righreouſneſle, if wee doe not truly | 


which we haue loft. The ſtudious deſire muſt bee 


the impediments, and in doing whatſocuer liet 

in our power, and not to be wanting to our ſelues 
in anything which we arc able to performe. For 
weeare not {o to caſt thecare ofour ſaluation vp- 
on God,thart we ſhould negle& itour ſclues. He 
that made vs without vs, will nor {aue vs (I ſpeake 
of ſuchas come to yeeres of diſcretion) withour 
our owne endeuours.' For though in reſpe& of 
| ſome mens extraordinary calling, as alſo in re- 
gard of the firſt granting of the meanes of ſalua- 
rion, tothoſe which before ſate in darkneſſe, itbe 
true;that God i found of them who ſouzht him not z 
yet,where the ordinary meanes of Gluation arc 
affoorded.men are bound to ſecke God in hisor- 
dinances,and carefully to vie thoſe meanes which 
God hath graciouſly vouchſaſed. Neither hauc 
_ promiſe thatthey ſhal find, vnleſſcfirſt they 


| 


| 


C 2 Thus 


; Math.7.9. 


Auguſtine. 


Rom.10.13. 
ax——_ 43. 


| 


2.Pct.1.,10,11. 


Mub «7+T7 8, 


Thus then-weeare to ſecke, the Kingdome'of 
glory, and the -eternall ſaluation-of.our ſoules, 
Firſt, by begging thismereyarthebandsof God, 
which he hath promiſed: to-them' that call vpon 
him.. Secondly, by ſecking the Kingdome of 
grace, and his righteouſneſſe , as the meanes 
thereto; that is, by an.earneſt deſire, a ſeri- 


ous care and a true endeuour-,; to-attaine tothe 
meanes and degrees of ſaluation in this life, wiz, | 
our: Yocation, whereby weearebroughrinto his 
Kingdome; our Iuſtification and SanRification, 
whereby weare made;partakers of his rightcouf- 
.neſſe. Thirdly,by endeuoring and giuing-all di- 
ligence to make our EleQion, Vocation,/and Tu- 
Rificationſure vnto vs by the workes of Sancifi- 
cation, that is, of picty and righteouſneſle..: For 
 ifwe doe theſe things,'an entrance ſhall abundantly bee 
miniftred vnto vs, into the euerlaiting Kingdome of 
. our Lord and Sautour Teſus Chriſt. And'to encou- 
rage vscarctully and diligently to ſecke the King- 
dome.of God and: his righteouſneſſe, let vs re- 
member, that hee which hath commanded vs. to 
[ceke, hath alſo promiſed that we ſhall finde. 
 Butthechiecfe thing which we are to inſiſt 
onzisthe order anddegree of fecking, required in 
| the wordfir#. For where weare adeynetio ſeek 
firſt the Kingdome of God and his righteouſnes, 
two things are implied. Firſt, in order, before all 
other things, thatis,in thefirſtplace : and firſt, in 


degzee, aboue all other things, that is, chiefly and| 
priacipally. As touching the former, It may bec 

obieted,that in the Lords Prayer we are taught, 
| I to, 
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roſecke firſt, not the Kingdome of God, orhis 
righteouſneſſe; bur the gloryof God in the firſt 
-Perition, his Kingdome in rhe ſecond, andhis 
righteouſnesin the third, Ic is true indeed, that 
among all things whatſoeuer, the glory of Godis 
ficſt to be ſought, as the. ſupreme vniuerſall end, 
whereunto our ſaluationir felfe is fubordinated. 


firſt; in bonzs noſtris, in thoſe good things which 
appertaine ynto Vs :iand fo our eternall faluation 
> 7 pager is fizſt ro be fought,as our own chiefe 
good, andas the Philoſophers call ir, y..7s oem; 
Now that wearefirſt,and without any further 
delay, to fecke the Kingdome of God, and his 
righteouſneſle, icappeareth, firſt by the comman- 
dementof God,not onely inthis place, bur'elfe- 
where alſo' in the Scriptures. Eſa. 21. 12. 1/on 
will ſeeke, ſeeke,returne,come :tor this coun, as WE 
call it,importeth haſte. As if hee had ſaid, If yee 
will feeke the: Lord . indecd;:ſecke him without 
delay.returne by-repentance;:come by faith. Eſa. 
55-6. Seeke the Lord whileft he may-be foiind,and call 
pon him whileſt be & neere. Pſalm.g5. Today if yee 
| ill heare his voyce, harden not your hearts, ( as they 
do,which delay toyeeld obedienceto his Word) 
but whileſt ir is called today, euen today, -before 
to morrow,turne vnto him. And agreeable to the 
Canonicall Scriptures is that exhortatien- of the 
fon of Syrach : Delay not (faith he) ro turne wnto the 
Lord,and put not off fro day to day : for ſuddenly ſhall 
thewrath 4 the Lord come forth, and m thy ſecurtty 
e 


# 


{ 


Butheere our Sauiour teacheth vs, what to ſeeke| 
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Efa,at.12. 
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hes ſhalt be deſtrojed,gh periſh in the day of wageance. 
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2 By thepractice ofthe faithfull, and namely, 
of Dawid,who profefieth,Pfal.63.1. that early bee 
would ſceke the Lord. And Pfal. 27.8. when the 
Lord ſaid, Secke yee my face, his heart made an- 
ſwere to God ws this Eccho of a ready minde, 
Thy face, Lord,willi ſecke. 


By other pregnantreaſons, whereby is ma- |, 


3 | 

nifcſted the abſurd folly of thoſe, who pur off their 
conuerſion,and care of their ſaluation vnrill their 
old age,or laſt ſickneile, as if rhey meant todoc 
that laſt (ifeuer they doe it) which Chriſt requi- 
reth to be done in thefirſt place. For that which 
is commonly ſaid, is of all verified in this 
particular: Mora trahit pom Delay brecds 

of the vncertainty both 
ou life,and of repentance to bee attained 
after delay,For we haueno charter or leaſe of our 
lives,but are tenants at will : who muſt giuevp 
our ſoules into the hands of God, whenſocuer it 
(hall pleaſchim'to call them, hauin noaflurance, 
thatweſhall live vatil ond therefore 
it were extreme folly to deferre our conuerſjon 
vnto God, or ſecking of his Kingdome (where- 
upen our ſaluation dependeth,) though it were 
burvnrill co morrow. But ſuppoſe we ſhould liue 
ſo long as wee vainly promiſe toour ſelues,whart 
aflurance haue we,that we ſhall then et? For 
firſt, it is nota thing inour power to rEpent when 
weliſt, but it is the free gift of Gdd, which ordi- 
_ he offereth in the meanes of our ſaluation. 
But it we hardenour hearts againft thoſe meancs, 
as thoſe doe, which voluntarily delay their tur- 


ning 


at. 


w4 
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ning vnto God: what: hope will there bee of our 
furure-conuerfion, when the meanes ' ordained 
by God for our faluation, by our delay becomea 
meanes of our obduration ; when the VVord of | 
God, which to the fairhtull is the ſavonr of life wnto 
life, through our default becommerh vato vs the 
{[auour of death unto death ? 

2 Againe, if we will notaccept the grace of 
God,when it is offered, as daily he intreaterh vs 
by his Miniſters and Embaſladours,that we would 
be reconciled vnto him; what aflurance hane we, 
that hereafter wee ſhall hawe ſo much grace as 
truely to defire ix. Or if we ſeeme to deſire, and to 

Eit at the hands of God, how can we pro- 
mite toour ſelues, that if we will not heare God: 
|when hee ſpeakerhvnto vs, hee ſhould heare vs 
when we ſpeake ro him? Doth nor the wiſdom of 
God proteſt againft impenirent ſinners, (as thoſe 
are which delay their repenrance)that foras muck 
as he called,and they would nor heare; therefore, 
when in their diftreſie they ſhould call vpon hin), 
he will not anſwere,neither will be found of them when 
they ſhould feeke him, And tothe ſame purpoſe the 
Prophet Zachary conchuderh : Therefore 36 is come 
t0 paſſe, that as he cried,and they would not heare, ſo 
they cried, and 1 would not heare, ſaith the Lord of 
Ho#ts. 
| - 3. Morcouer, God ſeemeth to deale with vs, 
as Popilius Lenas,the Romane Embafladour,deaſr 
with King _L219chw, who giving a dilatory an- 
ſwere to his meffage, with his fiafte he drew a cir- 


| of 


cle abourthe King, and required him in thename] 
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2.Cor.2.16, 


2.Car. 5.20. 


Proy. 1.34, 38. 


Zach.7 13. 
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Luke 19.44, 
2.Cor.6.2. 


lam. 4.14. 


Apoc.2.10. 


Matth 21.17. 


Againe,repentance by delay groweth more. 
difficule. 
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of the Senate and people of Rome, to giue him a 
diteQanfwerc, before he came out of that circle, 
So the-Lord hath incloſed-vs in a ſmall circle of 
time, which is called the day of our viſitation, and 
the acceptable time, which atthe moſt is the ſhort 
| period ofthis tranſitory lite, which vaniſherh {ke 
a vapour: requiring vs, when with Anizochus wee 
ſceke delaies,before we come our of that circle, to 
giue him-our anſwere. For if when the Lord gi- 
ueth vs 4 time to repent, as he did to that 1ezabel, 
ſpoken of Apoc.2.10. and we doe not repent, we 
are to feare the like-iudgements, that are. there 
threatned againſt her ; or the like ciirſe which 
Chriſt gaue to the figge tree, hauing, like an hy- 


growe on thee from hence-forward for ener. 


For when repentance is delaied, ſinne is 
nouriſhed,and being nouriſhed, gerteth ſtrength 
within vs, growing in ſtrength,/ as wee growe in 

ecres. Therefore as crooked lanes ahileſ they 
young, may cafily be bowed or brokenat your 
 pleaſure,the which if you ſufferſo tocontinue vn- 
till they be growne trees, you ſhall not beable to; 
ſtirre: ſo whileſt our ſinnes are but young (as by 
onginl ſinne, if ir be not increaſed bypractice 
and continuance, they are but cuill inclinations 
and diſpoſitions) they are mare eaſily ſubducd ; 
which it by continuance they grow to bee confir- 
med habits, they will ſubdue vs. For cuſtome be- 
commeth as it were anothernature,ſo that a mag 


willas eaſily forgoca member of his body, as for- 
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fake a finne whereunto he hath been accuſtomed. 
Can the /E£thiepian change bis ckinne, or the Leopard 
his ſpots ? then may you alſa doe goed,that are accuſto- 
med to doe enill, as the Lord faithby his Propher 
leremy. ty 

5 Butſuppoſe, that thou maiſt ſeeme to re- 
pent atthe laſt, which many(alas)donaor ſo much 
as ſeeme to doe, dying either deſperate as 1udas, 
or ſenceleſſe as Nabal - yet what aſſurance haſt 
thou, that thy repentance which js wrung from 
thee by extremitie of affliction, will bee Gund 3 
Doth not the Pſalmiſt reſtifie, that the Iſraelites, 
howſocuer in outward ſemblance and profeſſion, 
when the Lord did ſlay them, they ſought him, and 
enquired early after God, notwithſtanding they did 
but flatter him with their mouth , and lyed unto hins 
with their tongues : for their heart was not right with 
him, neither were they ſtedfait inhis conenant? Doth 
not wofull experience ſhew, that many, whileſt 
they are in any extremity by ſicknesor otherwiſe, 
will ſceme very penitent, and promiſe great mat- 
ters, if God would be pleaſed to reſtore them to 
their former eſtate; who when they are reſtored, 
returne to their former courſes, and perhaps be- 
come worſe then cyer they were before. Even as 
water that hath been heated, when it cooleth a- 
gaine, is colder then before ? For as when a man 
draweth a bowe,it followeth his hand : bue when 
he letreth his hand goe, ic returncth to his former 
eſtate: ſo, mou whileſ the handof Gad is vpon 
them,whereby he ſecketh to draw them vntohim- 
elfc,doc ſeemeto follow his hand ; who-when the 
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. ſeemed to repent; yetweareto be icalous of our| 
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Lord taketh away his hand, returne to their for. 
mer condition, and perhaps turne aſide like a 
deceitfull bow - which is a fearefull ſigne,that when 
they howled vnto- the Lord vpon their beds , they 
cried not from their heart , as the Prophet Hoſea 
ſpeaketh, and that when they ſeemed to turne vn. 
to the Lord,and toſecke him carly, their heart was 
not wprieht, as Dauid teſtifieth of the Iewes. The 
which I ſpeake, not to cenſure thoſe which bee 


ne, butto admoniſh vs, thatwe doe notpre- 
ume. For howſocuer we are in charitic to iudge 


thebeſtof them,who before their departure haue 


ſclues, and tofeare, if we neuerhaue repentance 
vntill by ſtrong hand it be extorted from vs , leſt 
perhaps it will not be found. And this was the 
third reaſon manifeſting the folly of them, who 
deferre this duty of ſceking Gods Kingdom from 
day to day. 

4 If wefirſt ſeeke the Kingdome of God and 
his righteouſnes , we ſhall not onely finde them, 
butalſo all the things of this life, which are expe- 
dient for vs; ſhall be added'ouer and aboue them 
by way ofaduantage, as our Saujour herepromi- 
ſeth. Buton the other ſide, if wee firſt ſeeke the 
things of this life, and pur off the care of our ſal- 
uation to our latter daies ; as we ſhall be in great 
danger, for carthly things which are vaine and 


momentany,to loſe aneternall kingdome in Hea- 
uen +: ſohaue we no affurance , that we ſhall ob- 
taineour worldly deſires. For it is the bleſſing of 


God tharmiaketh rich:But ifwe belong vagohim, 
we 
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weare to make account, that he will crofle our 
prepoſterous deſires, and by croſſes and affliti- 
ons.as it were by weeping croſle,bring vs to him- 
ſelfe, and weane vs from worldly deſires, that we 
may mind and affe& the things which are aboue, 
5 Butſuppoſe we attaine to our vvorldly de- 
fires, hauing not yet ſought the Kingdome of 
God, nor cared for the ſaluation of our ſoules: 
then will not theſe worldly goods be good vnto 
vs: for as the wiſe man ſaith, All theſe things are 
for good to the godly, ſo tothe ſinners they are 
turned vnto euill. For to a worldly man that ſee- 
keth notthe Kingdome of God, and his righte- 
ouſnes, what is pleaſure, bur the luſt of the fleſh ; 
whatriches,but the Mammon of iniquitie z ,what 


|honour, bur the pride of life; whatlearning and 


wiſdome, but armata nequities, whereby men are 
enabled to doe the more hurt; what long life it 


ſelfe but alonger continuance in ſinne?But on the 


other ſide,it we firſt ſeek the kingdome of God and 


his righteouſnes; all theſe outward things ſhall be 


added vnto vs,as bleſſings and fauours of God.,and 
pledges of his loue:or if we may ſeeme towantan 

temporall blefſings,the ſeeming want thereof ſhall 
not hinder our happineſle. Blefled are you, faith 
our Sauiour to the Firhfull,chough you fn poore; 


bleſſed rhough you mourne.8c. for though they 
ſeeme poore, yet are they truly rich ; yea, rich 
\to God, Luke 12. 21. not onely becauſe the 

'hauca treaſure laid vp in Heauen,butalſo decal 
_ neg with contentcdnes is great riches, nei- 
theris any man ſo rich.as hee that is contented: 
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though they beabridged of worldly pleafures,yer 
they onely haue the true delight: to thema good 
conſcience isa continuall feaſt, and hauing peace 
of conſcience, they hauecalfo the ioy in the holy 
Ghoſt,which, as S.Perer ſaith,is vnſpeakeable and 
glorious. Though they niay ſceme baſe in the eyes 
of the world, yer who are fo truly honourable as 
they, who are the ſonnes and heires of God, and 
cohceires of Chriſt > Though they are ſimple, yer 
who fo wiſe as thoſe that feare God > who fo lear- 
nedas thoſe who know God ro bee their Father, 
Chrift to be their Saviour, and the holy Ghoſt ro. 
be their ſanQiifier > Though their life ſomerimes | 
be ſhortyet is it rec ced with immorrality; 
t ſo long-lived, as thoſe 
in whom our Sauijour hath begun a ſpiritual life, 
which never ſhall have end? 

6. Vnrillwe ſecke the Kingdome of God and 
his righteouſnes, weremaine m the kingdome of 
Satan,and inthe ſtare of damnation,out of which 
we hanenecd co haſte. 

7 Laſtly, vntill wee ſecke the Kingdome of 
God and his righteouſneſſe, we doenothing bur 
{mne, this duty being the firſt which we can doe 
withont ſinne. And therefore by delaying this 
duty, which ought firſt ro bee done, we docno- 
thing but adde finne to finne,and hoord vp wrath 
againſt the day of wrath. 

Youſee what our duty is; let vs now confider 
m_ pradtice.Do nor very many that would feeme 


domeand'arcof their faluation,vnrill their 0 
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age or time of ſickneſſe , making choice of thar 
time, which is molt nft to beginne their repen- 
tance? and yetwhen ageor ſickneſſe commeth, 
they ſtill defer their turning vnto God and ſeek. 
ing of his Kingdome, fo long as there is hope of 
life. For what is the courſe that theſe men take, 
when God by ſicknes ſummoneth them as it were 
ro appeare before him? firſt,they fend to the Phy- 
fician. That they ſend to rhe Phyſician, I miſlike 
not,ſo it be done in due order. But firſt we ſhould 
labour to make our peace with God , humbling 
our ſelues vnder his hand , confeſſing and bewai- 
ling our ſimes, whereby we haue prouokedhim 
ro anger, turning tohimthat ſmirerh vs, and fly- 
ing vnto him by hearty,carneſt and fa irhfull praicr 
for the pardon of onr finnes, that the cauſeof our 
affliction being remooned , the afflition ir ſelfe 
may cither be remooned or ſanQtified vnto vs. 

Then are we to vic Phyſicke and other lawfull 
helpes, depending on the bleſſing of God in the 

vic of them. Bur theſe men firſt ſend to the Phy- 
ſician,and whileft they haue any hope of life,they 

neuer ſeeke ro God, nor take care what ſhall be- 

come of rheir ſonles. Bur when the Phyſician gi- 

uechthem ouer as paſt recouerie; then,andneuer 

till chen,rhey ſend for the Miniſter; then,and ne- 

uer till then, they ſecke God and his Kingdome. | 
As though their meaning were, whe they leaueto- 
liue, then onely to begin ro liue to God, and ha-' 
uing all their rime led the life of the Reprobazre, | 
ro dye neuertheleſfe thedearh of the inſt, But be, 


not deceiued,quatzs vita,fimis ita ;fuch as hath bin] 
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the life, ſuch commonly is the end:and ordinarily 
the Grecke ſaying is truc , wg honie wongir tre 2 ihir, 
Ofan cuill life, there is an ill end. I take not vpon| 
[mee to reftraine Gods mercy from thoſe,whoat 
[the laſtturne truely vato him : but I ſpeake of thar 
which is ordinary. Ir isto be feared, that not one 
of an 09 3a 6 hauec al their life time deferred 
their repentance, doth repent at the laſt houre: 
and therefore it isan hundred to one,thar,thou 
ſhalr not then repent, if thou deferreſt till then, 

| Butthe Kingdome of God is alſo to be ſought 
fir5t, aboue all things, that is, chiefly and princi- 
ally, and that for theſe reaſons. 1. Becauſe the 
—_ of our ſoules/in the Kingdome of Glo. 
ry,and the degrees of ſaluationin the Kingdome 
of Grace, is our truc happineſſe. The former,as 
beatitudo patrie : the otheras beatitudo wie : and 
bro our happineſſe, and conſequently our 


| 


chicteſt good,arc in our iudgements to bee eſtee- 


uours to be labourcd for aboue all other things ; 
nothing elſe being to bee deſired or fought 7% 
; otherwiſe,than as it. may bee a furtherance, or at! 
| leaſtno hinderance thereunto. As for the things 
of this life, they are fo farre from being the chicte 
| good, as that to them that ſet their hearts vpon| 
(them,andſecke them chiefly, they are not good! 


Ecclel. 39.27. /at all. All cheſe things (laith the Wiſe man) are. 


Eccleſ\.1.2. 
& 2.11, 


dm 


\for good to the godly, but tothe ſinners they are! 
turned into euill. For to rhoſe that ſecke them | 
chictly,they are notonely vaine and vnprofitable, 
as Salomon teſtificth, but through their owne de-! 


fault 


at AM. 


do 4 co 


» . . 
med, in our affeions to be deſired, in our ende- 
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faulr, hurtfull alſo and pernicious vnto them ; as 
being not onely rhomes to choke the ſeed of grace 
in them bur alſo the baits of ſinne, and ſnares of 
the diuell. For which cauſe Sa/omon faith, The 
proſperity of fooles deftroyeth them. Againe, The 


| 


7 


Pro.1.32, 


To happineſſe 


faluation ofour ſouleis an eternall good. Theſe 
things, if they be good,are but momentany. For 
as the whole earth, compared to the heavens, is 
but as a poynt of no ſenſible quantity, fo our 
|whole time vpon the earth, is but as a momentor 
poynt of time, in compariſon of eternity. Who 
therefore would preferre the momentany vſe of 
carthly vanities in this world, before the cuerlaſt- 
ing fruition of the ſupercxcellent etcrnall waight 

of glory in heauen ? | 
Thirdly,confider the wickedneſſe and profane 
folly of thoſe who chiefly ſeeke worldly things. 
For firſt, their eye being euill, their whole life is 
anſwerable, as was ſaid before. 2. They,which 
profeſſe religion,and chiefly ſeeke earthly rhings, 
as all worldlings doe, are notorious hypocrites; 
iving their face and outward profeſſion to God, 
Fae theirheart. with all their chiefe deſires, ſtu- 
dies and endeuours to Mammon. 43. Thoſe that 
chiefly loue rhe world, and'the things of this 
world;the loue of God isnot in them. Yea,being 
'louers of the world,they are found to be haters of 
God; for the amity of this world 'is enmity a- 
rn God. 4. Thoſe who remouing theirharts; 
om God,doe ſet them on the world, are Idola- 
\rers,0r as Saint James calleth them, Adulterers, 
Who haue' no: inheritance in the Kingdome of 
God. 


} 
k 


| 


two things re- 
quired,fulnefle 
& perpetuity, 
Plal.1 6,1 I, 


Ver.23. 
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ſubordinate the profeſſion of Religion, and the 
care of keeping a good conſcience to worldly de- 
fires; and therefore in time of triall they fall a- 
way. Whereas contrariwiſe, they whoſe treaſure 
is in heauen, and hauc thcir Anchor of hope fixed 
there, will not ſuffer themſclues either to be allu- 
red to that which is cuill, by the deſires of the 
world:which they eſteeme as vanities, in compa-| ' 
riſon of heaucnly happineſle ; or to bee errified) 
from that which is goad,by the afHi&tions and ca- 
lamitics of this life, which arc not worthy of the 
glory that ſhall bee reucaled. 6. That which is 
laid of couctous perfons,is true ofall worldlings, 
that they haue ſer their ſoules ro ſale, taking 
them (as the price thereof ) the vanities of the 
world:: And therefore are more foglith and pro- 
fane than Eſa, who fold his birch-right for a 
meſle of. pottage. For theſe men (for marrers of 
like value,and leſſe neceſſity) make away an cuer- 
laſting inheritance in the Kingdome of heauen, 
Finally, thoſe, which profciſing themſclues 
Chriſtians, doe chiefly ſecke earthly things, doe 
caſtaway their ſoulcs; not onely loling their in- 
heritance in, heauen, but alſo plunging them- 
ſclues into hell. For they which walke, that is, 
| make profeſſion of religion,and yet chiefly minde 
carthly things; the Apoſtle faith, that thejr.end is 
damnation. And they which fowe to the fleſh, 
muſt looke of the fleſh to.reape corruption. 


Fourthly conſider, the dotring of the Goſpell 
teaching vs to devy all worldly luſts, Tit.2. 13. | 


the ' 
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the vow of Baptiſme,to renounce them: the duty 
ofall true Chriſtians, and the praftice of Gods 
children. For ſo many of vs as are true Chriſtians, 
arcalſo tobe perſwaded,that wearec cleed, cal- 
led, redeemed, regenerated vnto life cternall in 
the kingdomeof God. And conſequently,that we 


and ſtrangers vponearth, who ought to. vic bac 
vita,vt via;this life,as a way to a better life ; and 
the things of this life, as helpes onely, and notas 
hindrances in our way ; not to ſet our hearts vp- 
on them, butto vie the world,as not abuſing ir, 
being weaned fromworldly defires, and minding 
the things which are aboue. For itwerea foule; 
ſhame for vs,who are appointed to. heauen, and 
called ro Gods Kingdome,to be wholly or chict- 
ly addicted to the earth, like carth-wormes, or 
Serpents that crawle vpon the earth, like vn- 
cleanc fiſhes,which wanting finnes, doelic in the 
mud; like blind beetles, which hauing wings, 
notwithſtanding are,for the moſt part,poring in 
the dung of the carth. 

And laſtly, conſider the | + of the Godly; 
of Xtoſes, who when he was forty yeeres old, refu- 
ſed to be called the fonne of Pharaohs daughter, 
choo(ing rather to ſufferafflition with the people 
of God, then to cnioy the. pleaſures of finne for a 
ſeaſon : eſteeming the:reproach of Chriſt (fohee 
calleth the affliftions 
greater riches then the treaſures of 
the reaſon of all this was, becauſchce had reſpe& 


themembers of Chriſt) 
pt. And| 


Phil. 3. 20. 


are heires, yea, Citizens of heaucn, and pilgrims} H.b.c.13. 


Heb.i2.r. 


1.Cor.7.3r. 
Pſal.131.2. 
Col.3.1,z, 


Heb.11.24, 
25,36, 
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Pſal.32.1,2. 
and Pſal.119.1 
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the ſaluation of his ſoule to all worldly reſpe&s: 
for he thathathan eye tothe reward both gf the| 
= and wicked ,' will gpt onely chuſe to bea 
_ -ſeruant among iſbcople of God, rather 
then to be a Gallant in Pharaohs Court; but hee 
will alſo chuſeto be as poore a. Lazar, as Laza- 
rs himſelfe.rather then to be another Dzues. 
Of Daxidin the fourth Pſalme: There be ma- 
ny that ſay,VVho will ſhew vs any =_ ? ſeeking 
chicfely after worldly profit. Bur, Lord, faith he, 
lift thou vp the light of thy countenance vpon vs, 
ſhew thy ſclfe fauourable and gracious vnto vs in 
Chriſtour Sauijour. This he would more reioyce 
in, then the worldlings themſclues in all their 
proſperity. For, chough he wereagreat and glo- 
rious King, yet he repoſed not his happineſle nei- 
ther in profit, nor in pleaſure, nor in promotion: 
bur in the ſaluacion of his ſoule , and the degrees 
thereof, as iuſtification and ſandtification. And 
in Pſal:27.4. This is that one thing which he deſi- 
red ofthe Lord, and which hee 1faith hee would 


Luk.10.42. 


Phil. 3.8,9. 


of by the teſtimony of our Sauiour there is ne- 


ceſlity. 

| of the Apoſtles, whoforſooke all they had in 
this world,to follow our Saujour Chriſt. But 
chiefely ofthe Apoſtle Paw, who though hee had 
many things to-glory in : yet hee:oftecmedallas 
dung, yea aslofic, in compariſon of his iuſtifica- 
tion and-ſaluation by Chriſt. 


| 


ſceke after, being indeede thar one thing, where- | 


The vic hereof is two-fold ; reptoofe of world: 
Bi ed our felues. And fuft,we are to 


reprooue: 
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hecarates the folly of worldlings , who through- 
' out the whole booke of the Prouerbs are Sal/omons 
fooles : who are not,as wee ſay , penny-wiſe and 
pound-fooliſh , but body-wiſc and foule-fooliſh . | 
For what greater folly can there bee, then for 
momentany fruitis of carthly vanities,to loſe an 
euerlaſting kingdome in heauen, for the pleaſure 
ofa moment (as this whole life is no more , nor 
yet ſo much,comparcd to eternity) to incurre ! 
cucrlaſting miſery; for the trifles and vanities of 
this world, to make away our ſoule, which is of| 
more worth vnto vs, then all the world beſides? | 
And ſecondly , the profaneneſſe and wicked- 
neſſe of worldly-minded men ; whocither prefer 
the obtaining and enioying of their worldly de- 


ry of God.,and their owne faluation: or elſe ſub- 
ordinate their profeſſion of Religion to their 
worldly reſpe&s : who when they ought to afte&t 
f the things of this life, ſo farre onely as they con- 
| curre with their ſpirituall good: contrariwiſe af- 
fe& and profeſſe Religion onely ſo far, as it may 
ſtand with the obtaining or enioying of their 


ſecke the Kingdome of God, they chictly ſecke 
(like hypocrites) their worldly ends. 

he inſtruion which weeare to learne from 
nce,is alſo twofold. For firſt, if we are chiefly to 
ſecke the Kingdome of God, and his righteouſ- 
neſſe, then muſt wee hunger and thirſt after the | 


; 
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ſires, before not onely themeanes oftheir ſaluati- | Math. 22.5. 
on,as thoſe in the Goſpell;but alſo before the glo- Luk.14.18, rg, | 


20. 


worldly deſires. And therefore euen in their pro-| To theſemen, 


feſſionof Religion, wherein rhey would ſeeme to | 29! Godlineſſt is 
gaine, but gane 


s godlneſſe, 
I.Tim.6. 
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Mark.8.36. 


TheChriftian Arte of T brining. © 


grace of God, and his ſpirituall bleſſings in hea- 
ueuly things, aboue all the*things in this world, 
Thed our chiefe care alſo muſt be,to keep a good 
confcience, and to vic all good meanes whereby 
our faluation may be furthered : to enter into are- 
ligious courſe of life, wherein wee may walke be- 
fore God in ſincerity and truth: to make choyce 
of our calling,of our company, of our marriage, 
as may beſt ſtand with our ſpiricuall good. 
chiefly and aboucall,to auoid thoſe things which 
dochinderrhe faluation of our foules. Now the 
ſoule is loſt by ſinne; for the ſoule that ſinneth, 
ſhall die. Sccing therefore the ſoule,which is of 
more worth ynto vs than all the world beſides, is 
loſt by finne ; we ought cuery one to haue this vn- 
fained purpoſe and ſettled reſolution, not to ſinne 
wittinzly and willingly, though wee might gaine the 
whole world thereby; and much leile the particular 
and pettie deſires thereof. Should we notſinne to 
you the whole world ; and ſhall euery trifle in 
e world moue vs to finne> For what is that 
which by ſinne wee gaine, in compariſon of the 
world ; and what is rhe whole world to. a mans 
foule? For what will it profit a man, if hee ſhall 
gaine the whole world, and loſe his. owne ſoule > 


Or what ſhall a man giue in exchange for his 
ſoule > 

Secondly, wee are to learne (as wee haue been 
taught):to place our happineſſe and felicity in the 
faluation of our ſoules. For then the eye of our 


mind ſhall bee ſingle and{ ſincere, and the whole 


courſe of our life and cenuerſation' will bee ſpiri- 


tual! 


- — 
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tuall and religious. Then will all our defires,cares, 


ſtudies and indeuours,tend chicfly ro this end. 


Then ſhall we alwaies,with Moſes,haue an eye to 
the recompence of reward; and with our Sauiour 
Chriſt, for the ioy thatis ſet before vs, deſpiſe all 
earthly things, Heb. 12. Then ſhall wee paſſe the 
time of this our pilgrimage,in a longing expeQa- | 
tion of euerlaſting happines. And Eh. as thrice 
happic are they,who haue laid vp their treaſure in 
Heauen, and repoſed their felicitie in the ſaluati- 
onof their ſoules. "4 
Now followeth the promiſe which Chriſt hath | 
annexcd to his commandement : Md all theſe 
things ſhall be added wnto you. Where, betore wee! 
come to the words,we may, out of the promiſe in 
generall , not vnprofitably obſerue two things : 


iz.the gracious dealing of God with vs, andour 
vngracious indiſpoſition in reſpect of fpiricuall 
things. For whereas God,in reſpe of his abſo- 
lute dominion ouer vs, might enioyne vs thoſe 
things which appertaine to his glory onely, with- 
out reſpe& of our good, as men vſe todeale with 
their ſeruants z yet he commandeth vs ſuch things 
as doe tend to our owne good. And that he might 
allure vs to ſceke our owne good, he addeth graci- 


ous promiſes thereunto. 

The thing which our Saviour here enioyneth, 
is, That we ſhould ſecke our owne happines. And 
that we may beallured thereunto, he hath promi- 
ſed,that fnbion, weſhall find. And not only that, 
but becauſe we are ſenſuall, and too much addi- 


edto the things of this o_ promiſeth, that if 
| . J 


| 
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we ſhall firſt ſeeke our ttue-andeuerlaſting happi- 
nes,we ſhall not only obraine ir; bur in the meane 


timehe will giue vnto vs a ſupplic of all theſe our- 
ward things, which pn we doe ſo much de-. 


fire. Wherein the Lord dealeth with vs.as _— | 


Parents deale with their children : who vſe to al- 
lure them to learne or praQtiſe ſome thing which 
may be for their ſingular good, by promiſing vn- 
to them ſome pretty or pleaſing reward, where- 
withall as children they are more affc&ed. The 
which gracious goodnes of God ſhould allure 
and encourage vs, to ſecke firſt his kingdome and 
his righteouſnes. Secondly, we may obſerue our 
owne vntoward diſpoſition to that which is ſpiri- 
tually good. For whereas all men naturally and 
neceſſarily deſire happines:yet when we are infor. 
med, that our happines conſifterh in ſpiritual bleſ- 
ſings in heauenly places, we haue no mind there- 
unto. Neither canwe, to the ſecking thereof, bee 
moued either by the commandements of God, 
though wholy intending our good, or yet by the 
promiſe of ſpirituall bleſſings , vvhich are vvorth 
many vvorlds; but the Lord muſt be faine to al- 
lure vs to ſecke our eternall happines, by promi- 
ſing vnto vs remporall revvards ; vvhich are bur 
trifles to pleaſe children vvithall, in compariſon 
ofthe other. And yet ſuch is the vaywvardnes of a 
great number , that neither by the commande-| 
ments of God, nor byhis threatnings, neither by 
the promiſes of a betterlife, nor by the promiſes 
of this life, they can bee moued to affect or ſeeke 
ſpiricuall things. The which vatoward indiſpoli- 


tion 
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tionis fo much the more abſurd,becauſc.it is con-| 
trary to the profeſſion of Chriſtians:For Chriſti. 


in the vowe of our Baptiſme we haue promiſed to 
renounce the. And profeſſing our ſelues Chriſti- 
ans,we profeſle our {clues pilgrims in this world, 
and citizens of Heauen:and therefore ought ro be 
weaned from earthly deſires, and afte& and mind 
the things which are aboue, But to come to the 
promile it ſelfe. 

' In handling whereof, I will firſt explaine the 
words as they lyc in order, and then confirme the 
truth of this promiſc ; that it may ſerue asa for- 
cible argument to mone vs,to ſceke farſt the king- 
dome of God and his righteouſnes. 

The coniun&tion 47rd, is here vſed as a note of 
conlequence;as ithe had ſaid,Secke firſt the king- 
dome of God and his righteouſnes , and ther kf 
theſe things ſhall be added vneo you. Vhich tea- 
cheth vs,that theſe temporall benefits,by the pro- 
miſe and bleſſing of God, are conſeQaries of ſpi- 
rituall grace; that is , doe follow vpon our ſtudy 
and carc in ſeeking firſt the Kingdome of God 
and his righteouſnes : ideit, ſaith Auguine,Conſe- 
queniur, ſ1 ita queretis. But if any man ſhall here- 
upon infer, that then(belike)the things of this life 
are promiſed tothem that ſhall neglect them al- 
together : I anfwere, Theyiare promiſed,notto| 
thoſe that tempt God,or liue. inordinacely; but ro. 
them that ſecke them in a ſecondary reſpe&, and | 
ſubordinate their deſire and care in ſeeking of 
{them, to their ſpirituall goad, God would haye 


an religion teacheth vs to deny worldly luſts. And|Tit.12- 
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Us cuery|. 


| AQ.20. 
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man ordinarily to liuc in a lawfull calling, 
and to bee induſtrious therein : to get his lively. 
'hoode in the ſweate of his browes, and walking 
ordinately, to catc his own bread,2.Theſ.z.11,12. 

” ſ.4.28.The ſlothfull perſons are 
ſent to the Piſmire to ſchoole, of her to learne in- 
duſtry-and prouidence, Prou. 6. 6. The Houſe-| 
holder is bound in conſcience to prouide for his 
Family, and the Father forhis children,r.Tim.s. 
$. x.Cor.12.14- and the good houſcwite is high- 
ly commended, Prou. 31: Our Sauiour Chriſt 
commandeth vs, by prayer to ſecke our daily 
bread; and what we defire in our prayer,we are to 
ſecke in our praftice. This promiſe therefore ſee- 
meth to be the ſame in effe with that,Plalm.128. 
1,2. Bleſſed i the man that feareth the Lord, and 
walketh in hs waies ; for thou ſhalt eate the labour of 
thine hands. That is, If wee firſt ſecke his King- 
dome, and his righteouſnes, he will bleſſe our la. 
bours and indeuours for theſe outward things. 
They ſhall follow vpon our pietie and chicfc th 
dy for heauenly things, without our carking and 


immoderate care;but not ordinarily,without our 
prouident care and honeſtendeuours. Vee are 
therefore firſt to ſecke the Kingdome of God,and 
his righteouſnes;and then to feeke,in a ſecondary 
| reſpe&, the things of this life,as helpes in this our 
way to a better life. For as I ſaid before, the word| - 
[par to haue relation toa ſecond .;zand 
Fw i wm to —_ heauenly bleſ- 
in it is implied.that in aſecond place wee 
mo ke tin diebings of this life. . This _ 
doe, 
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doe,wearc inthe vic of honeſt meanes,to depend 
on the bleſſing of God according to his promiſe, 
caſting our care vpon him, and referring the ſuc. 
ceſle vato God, not troubling our ſeclues, or ra- 
king thought * what ſhall be the cuent,the kniow- |* Tha is, wrwo- 
ledge whereof belongeth onely to God. | e-{ny; Feokes 
T heſe things ] Which be needfull and expedi- — = 
ent for this life. For God hath not therefore com- PNomino commir- 
mandedvs firſt to ſecke his kingdome,and the life '*/411: 
to come,that weſhould want the neceſſary helps. 
of this life : but that haning ſoughr thar firſt, wee 
might more fully enioy theſe, with the fauour 
and bleſſing of God. As if hee ſhould fay (faith | 
Chryſotome) I forbid you to ſecke theſe things ; | 
notthat you may not recciue them, but that you 
may rceceiue them more abundantly. For fo hee 


ſai 


I 
All theſe things ] God therefore dealeth liberal- 
ly with vs,giuing vs richly all things to enioy. If r.Tiw.s.17. 
he be our ſhepheard,we thall lacke nothing, Pſal. | 7-332: 
23-Ifwee feare him, there ſhall beeno want vnto | p(41 4, 76. 
vs,Þſalm. 34. If we walke vprightly beforchimyhe |, 
will deny nothing vnto vs that is good,Pſalm.84. wg 
Comertoour Sauiour therfore,youwhoſay,VWho 
will ſhew vs any good?and hee will ſhew you the | Pſal.4.6, 
Chriſtian zp««n=., or Arte of Thriving. Fir# | 
(airh he) ſeeke the Kingdome of God,and his righte- | 
onſneſſe, and all theſe things ſhall be adaed wnto you. 
For —_ gh _ — 8 1. Tim 6.6. 

reat Thrift , having the promiſes not onely | 722 
7 thelifc to come, _ of this life alſo. This ee. LEY 
is the moſt compendious way for a man wy | 

F ric 


| 


es 
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Eſa. 45.19. 
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rich vnto God, and to attaine to all things that 
arenecdfull and expedienr,& toenioy.them with 
the fauour of God, whoſe bleffiing maketh rich. 
But the principall word to be obſerued heere, 
is, added. All theſe things ſhall be added wntayox. For 
firſt, by this word is preſuppoſed, that:thoſe who 
lecke on the Kingdome of God and his righte- 
ouſncſſe,ſhall obraine thoſe things which th 
principally ſecke; and ouevand beſides them, 
theſe outward things ſhall be added vnto them; 
As to Salomon; whenhe asked wiſedome of God, 
the Lord did not onely giue him wiſcdome, bur 
thereunto added riches and honour. This there- 
fore muſt tire vs vp, ſeriouſly and cheerfully ro 
ſecke, knowing that our labour ſhall nor bee in 
vaine inthe Lord. I ſaid not to the ſecd of cob, 
Secke yeme in vaine, ſaith the Lord. For as hee}. 
hath commanded vs to ſecke ; ſo hee hath promi- 
{ed,rhat fecking, we ſhall finde, Math. 7. Andin 
this place, that we ſhall notonely finde his king- 
dome,and his rightcouſneſſe, which chiefly wee 
ſecke;butthat thereunto ſhall bee added all the 
things ofthis life which are expedient for vs. 
Secondly,wheras he ſaith not, All theſe things 


ſhallbe giuen, bur that they ſhall bee added, hee 


reacheth vs, that temporall —_ are not 
promiſed as the principall reward of our ſeck- 
ing : butas acceſlaries and additions giuen ouer 


and abouecthe principall,by way of aduantage. As 
[radeſmen , when they will deale bountifully 
with their buyers, doe vic by way of aduantage, 
to adde ſomthing to the number,waight,or mea- 


| bf ſure 


—— rt. 4 


ſure ofthat commodity which they vtter.So that 
ſpirituall bleſſings in heauenly places, are the re. 
wards which principally are giuen, temporall 

bleſſings are bur pettie rewards , and additions, 

which arc added by way of aduantage. This ther- 

fore tcacheth vs againe, that the Kingdome of 
God,and his rightcouſneſſe, are principally to be 

ſought, as the principall bleſſings ; and that they 

deale prepoſterouſly and abſurdly, who chiefly 

ſeeke the temporall, or for their ſakes ſeeke the 

ſpirituall; ſeeing thEtemporal are but ſmal addi- 

tions, and acceſlories, and auQtaries, appendices 

and conſequents ofthe former. 

To you | namely, that ſecke firſt the kingdome 
of.God, and-his righteouſnefle. For neither the 
kingdome of God and his righteouſnefle are pro- 
wiſed as the principall; nor temporall bleſſings, 
as additions and auctaries:burt onely to thoſe who 
performe theduty, which is the condition of the 
promiſe, Bur againſt the truth of this promiſe, 
wo things may be obieCted. The former, that to 
many,who doe nor firſt feeke the kingdome of 
God and his righteouſneſle, all theſe things are 
|giueh. The latter, that to many,who doe ſeeke 
| any the kingdome of God and his righteouſneſle, 
allcheſe things are notgiuen. 
| ; 
| - TothefirſtI anſwere, rhat when worldlings, 
who doenot firſt ſecke the kingdomeof God and 
his righteouſneſſe, abound with worldly benefits: 
it may firſtbe doubred, whether they be giuen vn- 
;to themof God, For itthey bee gotren by vnlaw- 

full meanes, they :are not receiued from God as 
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his gifts, but rather from the dinell, as the prices 
for which they ſcll their ſoules vato him. Or ſe- 
condly, if they be giuen of God to a man thar ſct- 
teth his heart vpon the world, immoderately and 
prepoſterouſly ſeeking the ſame, it is to be doub. 
red,that they are granted of God in iudgement 
|and angerzas toone whom he hath giucn ouer to 
his owne luſts. And therefore that they are but 
(as rhey ſay ofthe gifts of enemies) we: «ae, bleſ- 
ſings which are rurned into curſes. Thus the 
Lord granted Quailesto the Iſraclites, importu-! | 
nately deſiring and longing tor them, when =_ 
had been better to haue bin without them. Thoſe 
that chiefly ſet their hearts vpon the world, and 
doe enioy their hearts deſire,arc to feare leſt they 
be like the cattel, which going in y beſt paſtures;| 
are farted for the ſlaughter. But ſuppoſe, that the 
Lord doth giue the as temporal rewards of moral 
vertues,or wages for ſomeourward & tEporal ſer- 
uice;yet thispromiſe is nor verified ofthe. For to 
them, theſe things,though they be giuen,yet they 
are notadaed, becauſe they are giuen alone. For 
alas,theſe men haue their portion in this life, Pſal, 
17. andall their good things they recciuc whiles 
they liue heere,Luk.16: and in this life , as our 
/Sauijour ſpeaketh of other hypocrites, they re- 
cciuc all theirreward. Bur theſe are nor-the por- 
tion or. reward-of Gods children, whoſe inheri- 
'tance is in heauen : but ſmall additions vnto their 
principallrewards.. Greater bleſſings are promi- 
{cd and giuen to them, to! which theſe are added. 
To theſecohd Ianſwere, that promiſes of tem- 

porall | 
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rall benefits , which are not abſolutely 


pgodly,who firſt ſeeke the kingdome of God,& his 
rightcouſnes,all theſe things are added , fo far,as 
they are expedient for Gods glory, & their owne 
ſpirituall good:ſo far,as they are bleſſings, and nor 
curſes;fo far; as they do,or ought to ſeek or deſire 
them. For with theſe limitations, all promiſes of 
temporal bleſſings are to be vaderſtood.For theſe 
outward things, if they be not ſubordinat ro Gods 


good, 
are not to be vnderſtood abſolure]y: & that rothe 


glory,and our own ſpirituall & euerlaſting good 

y are not to be eſteemed good things,nor ble 
ſings. And therfore,as they are not within y verge 
of Gods promiſe, for promiſes are of bleſlings,nor 
of curſes:lotheyarenot,or oughr not ro bewithin/ 
the compaſſeof our deſire. For they thar fitſt ſeek 
the Kingdome of God, and his righteouſneſſe;in 
ſodoing, ſubordinate all their worldly defires to 


| 


2 : 
Gods whey th their owne ſpiritual good:defiring 
nothing in'this world, bur fo fatre as ir-may ſtand 
with Gods glory, and their owne ſaluation. | 
Now it is manifeſt, that it is good many times 
for the children of God, to be vnder the croſle: 


* 


things. But this want, theſe croſſes, doe not hin- 
der their happineſſc, but further their _ For 
they are happymorwithſtanding them,Luk.6.20, 
2t.Andtherfore to the promiſe of remporal bleſ- 
ſings, made to thoſe which firſt ſeeke Gods King 

dome with purpoſe to renounce all for Chrilts, 
fake;God hath annexedthe promiſe of the crofle. 


and to be afflited with want of ſome outward| 


Matk.10.30, 


Heb, I13g10. 


God inloue dotlvchaftiſe his children for their 
E 2 
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\chaſtiſe, and reach chem out of his Law. Thoſe 


Math.6.rt. 
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orthem that they arcaffliaed.: Yea, Danid pro- 
noinceth them happy', whom' the Lord doth]. 


that firſt ſeeke the Kingdome of God , and his 
rightcouſneſſe , | have this priuiledge ; and as 
Eſay calleth ir, this heritage, that as nothing ſhall 
hurtchem; ſoall chings whatſoever , as well ad-| 
uerſiry as proſperity , ſhall, by the mercifull dif. 
penſation of Gods Fatherly png: , worke 

togerher for their good. This: therefore is the 

diſpoſition of all thoſe, who firſt ſecke the King- 

dome of God,and his rightcouſnes, Not to affect, 
either with couctous worldlings, aboundance, or 
with ſuperſtitious phantaſticks, voluhtary poucr- 
ty. Norto ſceke' to be their owne caruers ,- and 
much lefle to reſolue, that they will atraine to 
great matters in this world (for they that well be 
rich, whether God giue them Jawfull meanes.9r 
not,/doefall into the ſnare of the Deuill, and are | 
ready to ſwallow his baites) bur to ſubmit them- 
{clues tothe good, and moſt wiſe pronidence of| 
God,ſeckingand expecting fromhim ſuchamea- 
ſure of ctemporall bleſſings , as hee in his Fatherly 

wiſedome doth know to be moſt expedient for 
them. This was the prayer of the wiſe man, Pro. 

(30. And this is the prayer,which by the diceion 
of our Saujour Chriſt, weaxedailyco make: Giue 

menot aboundance,nor give me notpenury,but, 

Feed me cho dimenſimer, which our Saujour cal- 
leth + amivsy + javiens, that is,;that portion of tem- 
porall benefits , which God kyoweth-co ”y moſt; 
| cting |. 
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fitting and exped ient for vs. Therefore notwith- 


ſanding theſe obietions,, this. promiſe mide to 

thoſe , which firſt ſecke Gods Kingdome: and his 
rightcouſneſſe, is moſt true; andas ir propertly be. 
longethrto them, and nor:toworldlings: fo is it 
eucrperformed towards them. 

And chat wee may not: onely giue vadoubred 
credit to this gracious promiſe, butalſo, in fure 
athance and faith therein, be moued to ſeeke firſt 
the Kingdome of God and his righreouſneſle ; ler 
vsnot onely confiderhis trueth in his promiſe, 
bur alſo his fidelity in performance, PlaL37.25. 
His all-ſufficiencie,in being a plentifull reward to 
thoſe that ſeeke him., Gen. 15. r. and 1771. His 
bountie, giuing all things aboumdantly toenioy, 
1,Tim.6.17. His prouidence; both-generall; who 

iveth all things to all; all things that arenced- 
and expedient, (AQ.179.25.) to all creatures, 
euen to thole which were made for mans vſe. 
Math.6.25,26;&c. the whichprouidenceof God, 
the brute creatures ſteme to acknowledge; Pal. 
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Pal 9.10, 


Math.7.7,8. 
Plal.34.1c, 
Heb.13.5. 
Progic,3. 
Plal 9.10. 


104. 27. and 145.15. That thoſe men may know 
themſelues to bee more brutiſh then the brute 
beaſts , who doe not acknowledge Gods proui- 
dence, and in ſome meaſutedepend thereon. And 
alſo ſpeciall, cowards thefaichtull, Pſal.106. 4,5. 
and 34.16.Forthey are of his family.and rherfore 
no doubt hee will prouideforthem, 1.Tim.4.10. 
He is thefr Paſtor, and therefore they ſhall lacke 
nothing Pſal. 23.1.Hee is their heauenly Father, 


and therefore will ſupply their wants, Math. 6.32. 


Pia 145. 15,16. | 


and 7.11. They are his children in Chriſt, and in 
BE ORAL him 
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| him haue right ro all things, x. Cor. 3.22. and] 
cherefore, in his juſtice, will not denie them any] 
thing thatis good for chem, Plal.84.r x. To them| | 
he hath giuen his only Sonne; and therefore,with| : 
him, will in his louc giucall things profitable,Ro.| ! 
8.32. To them,according to his good pleaſurehe| ? 
hath appointed a Kingdome. And therefore ; 
neede not fearc, but that they ſecking ir firſt,borh] 3 
that Kingdome ſhall be giuen vato them:and that] * 
all theſe things alſo ſhall be added auer &aboue,] : 
by wayof aduantage,Luk.r2.31,32. n_ 
. The Lordfor his mercies ſake giue vsall grace;} : 
firſt ro ſecke his Kingdome, and his rightcouſnes} ? 
that we may obtaine his rightcouſnes in the King}: 
dome ofgracc , whereupon will follow peace off: 
conſcience, and ioy in the holy Ghoſt, with a ſup-|! 
ply of all necdfull bleflings inthis life : and mayſ! 
in the end artaine-to-cucrlaſting happineſle in| 
the Kingdome of Glory, where we ſhall haue the]? 
 fruitionof God hirmſclle, who isthechicleſt |}: 
Good, through Iefus Chriſt our Lord ; 
andonly Sauiour, To whom with 
the Father, and the holy Spirit, 
be all praiſc and glory 
for eycrmore, 


Amen. 


